		Earle Street Baptist Church
7:00 pm Worship		April 3, 2026
		Good Friday Tenebrae Service	
Tenebrae means “shadows.”  The service begins with full light.  As the Good Friday narrative unfolds, the darkness increases, symbolizing the consequences of human sin, the abandonment, and the darkness of Calvary.  The lone cross in the front of the sanctuary is the focal point of the service.  Please stand to sing the hymns indicated by the asterisk. At the end of the service, you are requested to depart in silence.  		
CHIMES

PRELUDE	Lead Me to Calvary	arr. Dan Forrest

CALL TO WORSHIP		Janice Hinnant
	Leader: 	Last night, they let Him wash their feet, shared the last supper with Him, pledged their loyalty to Him, and then went out into the night.
All:  	But they fell asleep while He prayed.  They did not watch and they did not pray.
Leader:   His friends denied Him, betrayed Him, and deserted Him.
All:   	His enemies falsely accused Him, persecuted Him, and crucified Him.
Leader:  	And we wonder, how could they?  But we know.
All: 	We were there when they crucified our Lord. And we are there again on 
	this dark night.

INVOCATION

FIRST READING 	Isaiah 53:1-3; Mark 14:43-50	Gary Strickland

*HYMN #171	What Wondrous Love Is This	WONDROUS LOVE
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, to bear the dreadful curse for my soul.

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul.

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing; to God and to the Lamb, I will sing.
To God and to the Lamb who is the great “I Am,” while millions join the theme,
I will sing, I will sing; while millions join the theme, I will sing.
	
SECOND READING 	Isaiah 53:4-5; Mark 14:53-65	Janice Hinnant

ENSEMBLE	Go to Dark Gethsemane	 REDHEAD
Dana Collier, Nancy McCarrell, Amy Moore 
Miriam Ellenburg, Kim Johnson, Meredith Smith, 
Randy Ellenburg, John Love, Stuart Moore 
Butch Blume, Phil Plumblee, Steven Rau

THIRD READING 	Isaiah 53:6-7; Mark 15:1-15	Lucy Wilkinson

*HYMN #182	Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed	AVON
Alas, and did my Savior bleed and did my Sovereign die?
Would He devote that sacred head for sinners such as I?

Was it for crimes that I had done He groaned upon the tree?
Amazing pity, grace unknown, and love beyond degree!

Well might the sun in darkness hide, and shut His glories in,
When Christ the mighty Maker died for mortal creature’s sin.

But drops of grief can ne’er repay the debt of love I owe;
Here, Lord, I give myself away, ‘tis all that I can do.
					
FOURTH READING 	Isaiah 53:8-9; Mark 15:16-22	Gary Strickland
		
SOLO	Via Dolorosa	by Sprague/Borop
	Janice Hinnant, soprano
		
FIFTH READING	Psalm 22:4-8; Mark 15:23-32	 Lucy Wilkinson

ANTHEM	Will You Go to Calvary?	 by Patrick Liebergen
	Sanctuary Choir

SIXTH READING	Psalm 22:1-2, 16-18; Mark 15:33-41	Janice Hinnant

HYMN	‘Tis Finished, the Messiah Dies	 OLIVE’S BROW
	Sanctuary Choir

SEVENTH READING	Isaiah 53:10-12; Mark 15:42-47	 Gary Strickland

*HYMN #192	Were You There	 WERE YOU THERE
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?

*Congregation will please stand.  


The acolyte for this service is Hadley Clow.
Let us in grateful and thoughtful silence return to our homes.

Easter Celebration
Sunday, April 5, 10:30 am 
All are invited to bring flowers to place on the flowering cross outside the sanctuary.
