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F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e

    Although I have not been with you in a long 
time, my first concern when I awaken each 
morning and my last concern when I go to sleep 
every night is for you.  On some level, I have 

always been aware that the most tiring part of  my job is not 
the actual work, but the burden of  responsibility that weighs 
me down.  But in recent months, that reality has become even 
clearer to me.  Even though I have been relieved of  most of  my 
pastoral tasks, I have found that the stress and anxiety of  being a 
pastor can be even more draining than the actual work of  being 
a pastor.  Maybe you have discovered that about your job as well, 
or about life in general.  To be blunt, stress and anxiety can kill 
us.
    That is why Jesus devoted a significant part of  His Sermon 
on the Mount to the subject of  anxiety.  In that section of  the 
sermon, He repeatedly said, “Do not worry . . .” - - as if  it were 
that simple.  He said worry does no good.  In fact, modern 
medical science has shown that it actually does great harm to 
us.  He also said that when we worry, we are no better than 
unbelievers.  Worry demonstrates a lack of  trust.  If  God can 
be trusted to clothe the flowers of  the field and take care of  
the birds of  the air, God can surely be trusted to take care of  
us as individuals and as a church.  So where is the line between 
legitimate concern and sinful worry?
    When Angelo Roncalli, the Italian peasant who became Pope 
John XXIII, was presiding over Vatican II, it was a stormy and 
turbulent time in the life of  the Roman Catholic Church.  And 
every night, after he did his devotion and said his prayers, as he 
reached to turn off  the light, he would ask himself  this question: 
“Who really runs this Church?  You or the Holy Spirit?  Go to 
sleep, Angelo, go to sleep.”
    As you might imagine, I have a lot to say to you when I return.  
But, for now, it will have to wait because, I am going to put my 
head on the pillow and go to sleep, trusting that our church is 
in the hands of  a God who loves this church even more than 
we do.  
Connections Minister
    I am so excited that our Connections Minister Search 
Committee has completed the search and has recommended 
to the Personnel Committee a person to serve as our new 
Connections Minister.  The Personnel Committee, on behalf  
of  the Search Committee, will be presenting the candidate at 
the church conference on Wednesday, July 20.  When the search 
process began, and throughout the process, my prayer was that 
the Search Committee, Personnel Committee, and ministerial 
staff  would be unanimous and enthusiastic about the person 
to be recommended for this position.  And that prayer was 
answered!  The search process was thorough and prayerful.  
The Search Committee worked beautifully in concert with each 
other.  And I believe you will be excited, too, when you get to 
meet, learn about, and vote on the candidate who is being led to 
our church.  I hope you will be present at the church conference 
on Wednesday, July 20.   

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
FROM THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

The Connections Minister Search Committee, co-chaired by 
Anna Kay Lord and Taylor McCarthy and consisting of  Ed 
Hogan, Chip Broome, Margo Love, and Stephen Clyborne has 
completed their search. During approximately six months of  
job postings, resume readings, emails, Zoom interviews, and 
in-person interviews, the committee met several wonderful 
candidates. The other staff  ministers and Stephen met with 
each of  those who came for in-person interviews.  Having 
bathed everything at every step of  the way in prayer, the 
Connections Minister Search Committee came to a clear, 
unanimous decision to recommend one of  these candidates 
to the church. 
The Search Committee recommendation was presented to the 
Personnel Committee, who followed up with an additional 
interview, reference checks, and a formal background check. 
Each action taken has further confirmed that this is the person 
that God is bringing to us.
On Sunday, July 17, the candidate will meet with the deacons 
and on Wednesday night, July 20, he will be introduced to our 
congregation at the regular church conference. The church 
conference will be held in the Fellowship Hall and will begin 
at 6:15 pm. We are unable to release his name and information 
prior to that time in order to protect his confidentiality and 
to give him time to speak with his current church. However, 
at the church conference on July 20, a packet of  information, 
including his cover letter and resume, will be available AND 
our church family will be able to meet him in person. He will 
introduce himself  and there will be an opportunity to ask 
questions of  him.  After this portion of  the meeting, he will be 
excused and there will be an opportunity to ask questions of  
the Search Committee and Personnel Committee.
At the church conference, the Personnel Committee will bring 
two formal recommendations:

• To approve changing the position title from Connections 
Pastor to Connections Minister to better align the name of  
this position with other staff  ministerial positions

• To hire this candidate as our Connections Minister.

A vote will be taken during church conference and if  the 
candidate is accepted, he will begin work on Sunday, August 
28.
We are excited to present this candidate and hope that you 
will be able to join us on Wednesday, July 20, as we take this 
important step in the life of  our church.

Margo Love, Vicki Merck, Eric Johnson
ESBC Personnel Committee



South, Suzanne, Denver, Hampton, and Will Lewis 
upon the recent death of  Suzanne’s father and Denver, 

Hampton and Will’s grandfather, Larry Harvey. 

Brady, Sydney, and Geena Hammond upon the 
recent death of  their mother, Teri Hammond. 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

BUDGET REPORT
Report for Sunday, July 10, 2022
Weekly Budget Requirements ............................ ...........$25,678
Budget Gifts (this week) ...............................................$26,321
Budget Requirements to Date ....................................$718,971
Budget Gifts to Date ...................................................$695,825

Week of  July 10, 2022
Sunday School Attendance 
On-Campus ................................................................. ...........157
Virtual ..........................................................................................6 
Total......................................................................................... 163

ATTENDANCE REPORT

Worship Attendance 
On-Campus ................................................................. ...........206
Virtual ..................................................................................... 207
Total......................................................................................... 413

Sandra Bridwell     Mike Cook

RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED

Sunday, July 17
10:30 am in the Sanctuary

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Children’s Love Offering for Miracle Hill Ministries

Solo: Draw the Circle Wide by Janice Hinnant
Anthem:  Will the Circle Be Unbroken? by the Sanctuary Choir
Scripture:  Mark 9:38-50
Sermon:  “Drawing Circles… and Drawing Lines” 
               by Jim Wooten

JOIN US IN WORSHIP DEACON OF THE WEEK
Meredith Smith is our deacon 
of  the week. Meredith has been 
a member of  Earle Street since 
2006. She and her husband 
Bill have been married since 
December 2006, and they have 
a son, Wells, and a daughter, 
Wren, who were both baptized 
in 2021. Meredith teaches math 

and computer science at Wade Hampton High School. 
In addition to serving as a deacon, Meredith is a co-
teacher of  the Daily Bread Sunday school class, helps 
out in the preschool department, and serves on the 
Nominating and Activities committees. 

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION WEEKEND
August 20 and 21

Banquet Tickets On Sale Now!
On Saturday, August 20, we will have a celebration dinner 
and program at 6:00 pm at the Embassy Suites Greenville 
Golf  Resort and Conference Center on Verdae Boulevard.  
Our new history book, A Home to All Who Would Enter, 
will be debuted along with the official release of  the Earle 
Street Baptist Church Centennial documentary video.  
This is a ticketed event and tickets are limited so get yours 
early!  You may purchase tickets by clicking here.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/earle-street-baptist-church-centennial-celebration-event-tickets-264423185867


FOOD TRUCK WEDNESDAYS
Wednesdays // 5:30 - 7:30 pm

July 20: Chick-fil-A

Grab dinner before our Wednesday activities and then eat 
at our picnic tables or inside in the Fellowship Hall. On 
July 20th, we will have Chick-fil-A with us!

HABITAT FOR 
HUMANITY FAITH 
BUILD WORKDAY 

OPPORTUNITY
Saturday, July 30
8:00 am - 2:30 pm

A home for Jaymi Montgomery 
and her three sons is nearing 
completion. Work on the 2022 

Faith/Golden Strip Coalition Build will conclude with 
landscaping on July 30. The work is scheduled from 8:00 
am - 2:30 pm with lunch provided. 10 - 20 volunteers are 
needed. Contact Ed Hogan (ehoganbnc@gmail.com) to 
reserve a place! 

Watch for information on the 2022 Abraham Build 
scheduled to begin Sept 7.

XYZ JULY OUTING
Tuesday, July 26th 

1:00 pm
Join us for a tour of  the Greer History Museum at 1:00 pm 
followed by a trip to Fishers Orchard at Dillard for fresh 
produce and...ice cream! Please bring cash for produce 
and ice cream. If  you would like to ride the church bus, 
please contact the church office to reserve your spot. We 
will leave ESBC at 12:30.



SHOP ONLINE AND 
SUPPORT ESBC!

Are you an Amazon shopper?  Or 
searching for those last minute 
gifts? If  so, did you know you 
can shop online through Amazon 

Smile and allow ESBC to receive a portion of  the 
purchase amount?  Simply go to smile.amazon.com 
and set up Earle Street Baptist Church as your charity 
preference.  Then when you shop Amazon, go to the 
smile.amazon.com rather than the normal Amazon.com.  
Your shopping experience, orders, and lists will all be the 
same as usual, but you'll be sending a portion of  your 
purchase amounts to support our church!

We are so excited to welcome our friend and brother, 
Fuad "FJ" Jalajel, to South Carolina and to ESBC on 
Sunday August 7th. FJ is an Israeli tour guide that leads 
our groups and many others on their pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land.

We will have coffee and light refreshments at 8:30 am 
in the Fellowship Hall and then FJ will teach all youth 
and adult Sunday School classes at 9:15 am. In addition 
to teaching, FJ is bringing an assortment of  Holy Land 
items that will be available for purchase. 

We hope you will all plan on joining us in welcoming FJ 
and learning more about this special place where so many 
Biblical events took place.

THANK YOU FOR THE LUNCHES!
Thank you to all those who have provided meals for our 
staff  this spring and summer.  The July slots are almost 
full but there are dates left in August.  If  you have not 
signed up or would be willing to provide another meal, 
please check out the schedule at: www.mealtrain.com/
trains/mqke83.  

LIBRARY NEWS

Vacation time is here! Many good books are in our library! 
Stop by to check out one (or a few!) 

• The Freedom of  Self  Forgetfulness by Timothy Kellerby
• A Widow’s Journey by Gayle Roper
• Ultimate Bible Atlas: Maps, Charts and Reconstructions 
• It’s Never Too Late by Kathy Lee Gifford
• The Case for Heaven: A Journalist Investigation
• Evidence For Life After Death by Lee Strobel




