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F R O M T H E PA S T O R
Stephen Clyborne

Every year since I have served as your
pastor, our ministerial staff has had a oneday spiritual retreat in the Winter, and a twoday planning retreat in the Spring or Summer.
Of course, this past year was an unusual year because of
my health situation. The planning retreat scheduled for this
past Spring had to be postponed. But now more than ever,
it seems important for our ministerial staff to get together to
pray and plan for the next calendar year, a year of transition
for our church. So we will all be away November 28-30
(back in time for church activities on Wednesday evening),
but will still be available by phone and email while we are
away.
Since this will be my final staff retreat as your pastor,
our retreat this year will be in Blowing Rock, NC, my happy
place. During this retreat, we will spend time praying for our
church during this time of transition, and discussing how
the ministerial staff can help make the transition between
pastors as smooth and seamless as possible.
We are so fortunate to have such an extraordinary team
of staff ministers to lead and serve our congregation. I have
been blessed beyond measure by the privilege of working
alongside them. As I said in my retirement announcement,
I am trusting them to take good care of our congregation,
and I am trusting our congregation to take good care of
them.
During these days when we are away praying for you,
I ask that you pray for us - - and especially for the other
devoted ministers who will continue to serve after I retire on
January 8. All of our staff ministers realize what a special
treasure our church is, and how honored we are to serve
such a wonderful congregation.
Advent Sermon Series
This Sunday, I will begin an Advent sermon series entitled
‘Tis the Season.
We will begin the season of Advent on
Sunday morning, and on Sunday evening with our annual
Hanging of the Green service, a joyful and festive service
when we anticipate the celebration of the coming of the
historical Jesus to bring us hope, peace, joy, and love. The
word advent means “coming.” ‘Tis the season to prepare
our hearts to celebrate the birth of our Savior.
But this year, Advent offers us an opportunity to
prepare for a new season in the life of our church - - a
season between pastors. Personally, I have a lot of mixed
emotions about my final Advent season as your pastor. But
the realities upon which we focus during this season are
especially appropriate as we anticipate the new ways Jesus
will be born among us and God will come to us. In the life
of our church, ‘tis the season for hope, not despair; peace,
not anxiety; joy, not sorrow; and love, not hatred.
‘Tis the season for the same Jesus who was born so
long ago to be born in us again. He is the One who brings
us together, and He is the One who will keep us together.

STEWARDSHIP REPORT
Thank you so much for your faithfulness and generosity
in pledging to support our 2023 church budget. As of
last Sunday, November 20th, our congregation pledged
37 percent of the 2023 budget, compared to 47 percent
last year after the first Sunday of our pledge emphasis.
If you were unable to turn in your pledge card, please
mail it in or place it in the offering plate this coming
Sunday. If you need for us to mail you a pledge card,
please contact the church office. Additional pledge cards
will be available in the sanctuary pew racks, and electronic
pledge cards are also available by clicking here. We will
be receiving pledge cards through the end of the year,
hoping and praying to get closer to our ultimate goal of
pledging 100 percent of our 2023 budget.

ONE NIGHT
LADIES
BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday, November 30th
6:00 - 7:00 pm
Janet Landers will be leading a onenight study. Books will be provided to
the first 11 ladies. Make plans to attend
and see Janet Landers (jcland3@
charter.net) with any questions.

JOIN US IN WORSHIP

DEACON OF THE WEEK

Sunday, November 27
10:30 am in the Sanctuary
First Sunday of Advent
Parent/Child Dedication

Josh Shugart is our deacon of the
week. Josh and his wife, Brantley,
joined our church in 2005. They have
two daughters, Arrington and Mally.
Josh works as a Project Manager for a
local custom home builder. In addition
to serving as a deacon, Josh is a leader
in the Childrens Sunday School
Department and coaches the 4th and 5th grade girls
basketball team.

Clara Elizabeth Hawkins, born November 8, 2019
Jack Charles Hawkins, born August 15, 2021
Daughter and Son of Brad and Katherine Hawkins
Solo: See Amid the Winter’s Snow by Wendell Cothran
Anthem: Comfort, Comfort Ye My People
by the Sanctuary Choir;
Eric Wells, tambourine
Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-5; Mark 1:1-8
Sermon Series: ‘TIS THE SEASON
Sermon: “’Tis the Season…for Hope”
by Stephen Clyborne

RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED
Keith Anderson

George Muckenfuss

ATTENDANCE REPORT
Week of November 20, 2022
Sunday School Attendance
On-Campus.................................................................... .........238
Virtual...........................................................................................6
Total......................................................................................... 244
Worship Attendance
On-Campus.................................................................. ...........244
Virtual...................................................................................... 151
Total......................................................................................... 395

BUDGET REPORT
Report for November 20, 2022
Weekly Budget Requirements........................................$25,678
Budget Gifts (this week)................................................$22,121
Budget Requirements to Date..................................$1,206,844
Budget Gifts to Date.................................................$1,187,785

XYZ PROGRAM AND LUNCH
Thursday, December 15th
11:00 am in the Fellowship Hall
Please call the church office or click here
to make your reservation for lunch.
Menu: Lemon Pepper Chicken, Scalloped Potatoes,
Peas, Pear Salad, Rolls, and Carrot Cake
The Grace Notes are made up of members of The
Music Club of Greenville. Currently performing are Jane
Bauer and Dana Boney on flutes, our very own Rosemary
Cureton on piano, and Barbara Gulley as vocalist. They
will be performing some classic and holiday music for us.
The Music Club of Greenville raises funds for several
projects each year: giving scholarships to high school
students who want to major in music in college, giving
grants to music teachers in our school systems, and
collecting used instruments so we can refurbish them and
donate them to the school systems. These donations are
made to Greenville and Pickens Counties since that is
where their members live. Donations for The Grace Notes
concerts are given to their PITCH program, which stands
for “Providing Instruments To CHildren”. If you have
any unused musical instruments at home that you would
like to donate, bring them to the meeting!

A CALL TO PRAYER
Our Prayer Team is calling us to prayer! As you know, our
church is entering a time of transition. Now more than
ever, prayer is vital to the health and life of our church.
In Romans 12:12, Paul writes, “Be joyful in hope, patient
in affliction, faithful in prayer.” Here’s what we’re asking
God for, that during this time, we’d remain joyful, patient,
and hopeful.
Here’s what our Prayer Team is asking of our church
family:
•

•
•
THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP WITH
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Thank you for your support and work packing 341
shoesboxes! We appreciate all of the soccer balls,
toothbrushes, combs, toys and so much more you
donated. A special thank you to those that came to the
packing party and packed boxes together. If you were not
able to pack a box, there is still time to pack a box online!
PACK A SHOEBOX ONLINE
BY CLICKING HERE!
OCC PROCESSING CENTER TRIP
Tuesday, November 29
10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Charlotte, NC
Interested in volunteering? There are seven spots left to
go on this trip. We will leave the church at 8:00 am. Our
volunteer shift is from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm with a break
for lunch. There is pizza, Chick-fil-A and other snacks
available for purchase at the processing center. We will
arrive back at the church around 4:00 pm. If you are
interested in volunteering, please contact Tink Baker at
bradleybeachpc@hotmail.com or (864) 787-7626.

•

Set a daily reminder for 12:12 pm to pray! Whether
you have 30 seconds or 30 minutes, we would love
for our church family to be praying together daily
regarding our transition.
Remain joyful in hope for our future.
Remain patient as we go through transition and seek
God’s guidance.
Remain faithful in praying for our church and its
leadership.

Per our Constitution and Bylaws, the Deacons are working
towards hiring an Interim Pastor and our Nominating
Committee is working towards the selection of a Senior
Pastor Search Committee. They will be diligent to keep
the church informed and to provide the church with
current prayer requests. Here are some ways we can pray
at this point in our process:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We all love our church and we love one another. Please
pray that love will prevail in all our interactions .
We ask prayer for unity in our fellowship and that God
will lead us into unity of purpose and understanding
of each other and of our mission.
As we “wait on the Lord’s guidance,” pray that we will
humbly follow God’s leadership as we take actions.
We ask God for patience for our entire congregation
as we seek to fulfill our responsibilities according to
God’s desires for our church.
We pray for wisdom, discernment, and inspiration
from the Lord.
We pray for forbearance, open hearts and minds, and
trust in each other and in the process of finding our
way forward at ESBC.
We ask you to pray for good relations among our
congregation as our work moves forward. May peace
and love prevail in all our endeavors during our period
of transition.
ESBC ANGEL TREE 2022

Once again, ESBC will sponsor the Angel Tree, an
opportunity to help provide a little extra cheer for some
of the students at Stone Academy. The 2022 Angel Tree
will be electronic again this year. Watch for more details
on how you can participate in the next few weeks.

From the Minister of
Administration

From the Minister Of
Music and Worship

Denise Plumblee (ext. 211) – denise@ESBCgreenville.org

Janice Hinnant (ext. 202) – janice@ESBCgreenville.org

Staying Safe This Holiday Season
As the holidays approach, many of us are looking forward
to a time when we gather with family and friends. It’s a
time to share and make memories, give gifts to those we
love and make plans for the coming new year. Criminals
look forward to the holidays as well but for starkly
different reasons.

Earle Street Ringers—Here is the schedule for Sunday,
November 27:
3:30 pm.: Rehearsal in the sanctuary. We will finish by 4:00
at the latest.
We ring the prelude on Sunday, December 4, and will
rehearse at 8:45 am that morning.

Personal Safety
The holiday season is an extremely busy time for most
of us and it’s easy to become distracted and slack when it
comes to our personal safety. But remember one thing –
if you look like an easy prey, you will attract predators. So
here are some tips to stay vigilant this season and protect
yourself and others you care about.

Youth Choir and Handbells— Here is the schedule for
Sunday, November 27:

•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

When walking to and from your car, walk with
confidence and keep your eyes off your phone. Be
alert and scan the area for anyone that might be
watching you.
If you feel uncomfortable, stay in your vehicle or
remain in the store.
Make sure you have your car key in your hand before
you leave the store and get into your vehicle as quickly
as possible.
Lock your car doors as soon as you get into your
vehicle and don’t sit in your car in the parking lot,
looking at your phone. Drive off as soon as you get
into the car.
If you are walking in a parking lot and feel that you
are being followed, keep vehicles in between you and
the person you believe is following you.
If possible, don’t shop alone and only park in well-lit
areas.
Don’t overburden yourself with too many bags
and packages. It will limit your mobility, vision, and
attention, making you vulnerable.
If someone confronts you or attempts to grab you,
scream and make as much noise as possible. Criminals
don’t want the noise to alert someone to help you. If
they attempt to drag you away from a vehicle, fight
back and fight hard. Your best chance for escape is
before they can get you into a vehicle.

4:10 pm: Youth Handbell rehearsal in the sanctuary
4:30 pm: Youth Choir rehearsal in the choir room
5:00 pm: Hanging of the Green service
We will wear choir robes for the service. After this service,
we will not rehearse again until after the holidays.

From the Minister Of
Preschoolers and Children
Karli Selz (ext. 209) – karli@ESBCgreenville.org

VOLUNTEER NEEDS
As you all know, preschool and children activities require
a large number of volunteers, and we are SO thankful for
our regular volunteers! We do have a variety of volunteer
needs at the moment:
Wednesday Nights - At this point, it looks like we will
be able to resume Wednesday Night Fellowship Meals.
With that being the case, the ideal plan is to resume the
"pre-covid" Wednesday evening schedule for preschoolers
and children. In order to resume this schedule, we need
more volunteers for the 6:30-7:15 activities slot. If you
are interested in being an assistant with the preschool or
children’s group, please let me know ASAP.
Parent’s Night Out - Parent's Night Out is Friday,
December 2nd from 5-8 p.m. If you would be interested
in helping with Parent's Night Out, please email karli@
esbcgreenville.org this week!

Sunday Mornings - We are always in need of Sunday
morning subs. If you would be willing to sub when a
scheduled volunteer cannot make it, please let Karli
know. Or, if you would be willing to serve on a Sunday
Did you know you can shop online School team, serving once a month, please email karli@
through Amazon Smile and allow esbcgreenville.org.
ESBC to receive a small portion of
the purchase amount? Use the link above and select Earle
Street Baptist Church as your non-profit organization to
support!
BLACK FRIDAY AND CYBER
MONDAY SHOPPING?
www.smile.amazon.com

From the Connections M
Minister
inister
Jay Roland (ext. 203) – jay@ESBCgreenville.org

I am so excited about all that God is doing through our church in our community! We have a place for you to serve
no matter what your spiritual gifts are.
PERRY CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION
With Gethsemane Greenville
Tuesday, December 13th
Our church will partner with Gethsemane Greenville to serve at Perry Correctional Institution. We will worship with
them and provide and serve a meal. You will get the chance to get to know and eat with the men who are housed there.
We will be arriving in the afternoon to check-in and set-up, and then we will serve and worship from 4:00 - 5:30 pm.
We will have a planning meeting with Gethsemane and their volunteers Sunday afternoon, December 11th (more
details to come). I need to get some information from you as soon as possible so that you can serve with us at Perry.
Please let me know if you are interested in serving! Text, call, email, or visit me! (864-932-2736, jay@esbcgreenville.
org)
COAT DRIVE
With Greenville Church Without Walls
Coats Due: Monday, December 12th
Coat Distribution: Saturday, December 17th
Greenville Church Without Walls will be distributing coats, cooking a meal, and sharing the Gospel with the people
who live in the Evergreen Apartments. The event will be from 11:30 am - 3:30 pm. We would love to have you join
us in this outreach. In order to help this go well, our sister church and their Pastor, Alfred Johnson, is asking us to
collect coats. They are especially in need of new coats for children in XL and XXL as well as 2T thru 5T! Any sizes
are appreciated, and all are needed! The coats are due December 12th to allow time for sorting before the distribution.
GLOBAL MISSIONS CELEBRATION
Wednesday, January 18 - Sunday, January 22
Mark your calendars for January 18-22! At this event, you will get to meet, fellowship with, eat with, and hear from
missionaries around the world and right here in Greenville! Personally, I am so excited about what God is going to
do through this event! I’m praying for YOU (and for myself) that God would give US a vision and a heart for seeing
our church help to fulfill the Great Commission! I want to see our church PRAYING, GIVING, and GOING to see
every life saturated with the hope of the Gospel. There is no higher calling for a church than to go and make disciples!
(Matthew 28:18-20)

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES AND EVENTS
Church Office Closed (Thanksgiving Holidays) – Thursday-Friday, November 24-25
Hanging of the Green Service – Sunday, November 27 (5:00 pm)
Preschool and Children’s Choirs Christmas Music – Wednesday, December 7 (6:15 pm)
Sanctuary Choir Christmas Music - Sunday, December 11 (10:30 am)
Family Christmas Gathering – Wednesday, December 14 (6:15 pm)
No Regular Wednesday Activities – Wednesday, December 21
Christmas Eve Communion Service - Saturday, December 24 (5:00 pm)
Christmas Day - Worship Service/No Sunday School – Sunday, December 25 (10:30 am)
Church Office Closed (Christmas Holiday) – Monday, December 26
No Regular Activities – Wednesday, December 28
New Year’s Day - Worship Service/No Sunday School - Sunday, January 1 (10:30 am)
Church Office Closed (New Year’s Holiday) – Monday, January 2
Church Office Closed (Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday) – Monday, January 16
Global Missions Celebration – Wednesday – Sunday, January 18 - 22
Church Conference – Wednesday, January 25 (6:00 pm)

