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10:30 am Worship		April 5, 2026
		Easter Sunday
	
CHIMES

WELCOME		Janice Hinnant

PRELUDE	Lift High the Cross	arr. Hamlin/Lopez

CALL TO WORSHIP	Mark 16:1-7	Lucy Wilkinson
1When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?” 4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. 6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’” 
Leader:	Alleluia!  Christ is risen!
	All:	Christ is risen indeed!
	Leader:	In Christ’s resurrection, hope triumphs over despair.
	All:	Love triumphs over hate.
	Leader:	Good triumphs over evil.
	All:	Belief triumphs over doubt.
	Leader:	Life triumphs over death.
	All:	Alleluia to the Living Christ!
	Leader:	Christ is risen!
	All:	Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! Amen!

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #194		EASTER HYMN
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today
(Children, grade 5 and under, may come forward on the final stanza.)
Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! Earth and heaven join to say, Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! Sing, ye heaven, and earth, reply, Alleluia!

Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids Him rise, Alleluia! Christ hath opened Paradise, Alleluia!

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! Where, O Death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!
Dying once He all doth save, Alleluia! Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia!

Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!
Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia! Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE		Erin Baggett
(Following this, preschoolers, ages 3 – K5, may go to Sunday School, 
and children, grades 1 – 5 may go to Children’s Church.)

*OFFERTORY HYMN #197	We Welcome Glad Easter	ST. DENIO
We welcome glad Easter when Jesus arose,
And won a great victory over His foes,
Then raise your glad voices, all Christians, and sing,
Bring glad Easter praises to Jesus, your King.

We tell how the women came early that day,
And there at the tomb found the stone rolled away.
Then raise your glad voices, all Christians, and sing,
Bring glad Easter praises to Jesus, your King.

We sing of the angel who said: “Do not fear!
Your Savior is risen, and He is not here.”
Then raise your glad voices, all Christians, and sing,
Bring glad Easter praises to Jesus, your King.

We think of the promise which Jesus did give:
“That he who believes in Me also shall live!”
Then raise your glad voices, all Christians, and sing,
Bring glad Easter praises to Jesus, your King.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER		Noellen Groff

OFFERTORY 	Crown Him with Many Crowns	arr. Nancy Lyons Smith

*RESPONSE 	Doxology	OLD 100TH
	Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

GOSPEL READING	I Corinthians 15:12-26, 51-57	Gary Strickland
12 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15 More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 24 Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”  55 “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?”  56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.
	People:	Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM	Day of All Days!	by Russell Nagy
Sanctuary Choir
Day of all days, crowning the ages! Here is the day Jesus was raised!
Show Him honor, bring Him praises. He is alive today!
Day of all days! Death is defeated. Father be praised, Jesus is raised!
Hear the hosts on high repeat it: Jesus is risen today!

Day of all days, morning of splendor! Now we proclaim: Jesus is raised!
Saints in every age remember: He is alive today!
Day of all days, dawning immortal, humbling the grave, Jesus is raised!
Throwing open heaven portal, Jesus is risen today!

He is God’s Son robed in might and majesty. He left His home and He came to die.
He bore our place on the Cross of Calvary. He was dead, now death He has defied.

Day of all days, crowning the ages! Here is the day Jesus was raised!
Show Him honor, bring Him praises. He is alive today!
Day of all days! Death is defeated. Father be praised, Jesus is raised!
Hear the hosts on high repeat it: Jesus is risen today!
Hear the hosts on high repeat it: Jesus is risen today!

SERMON	“The Day Death Died”	Gary Strickland
Death, Be Not Proud
By John Donne
Death, be not proud, though some have called thee
Mighty and dreadful, for thou are not so;
For those whom thou think'st thou dost overthrow
Die not, poor Death, nor yet canst thou kill me.
From rest and sleep, which but thy pictures be,
Much pleasure; then from thee much more must flow,
And soonest our best men with thee do go,
Rest of their bones, and soul's delivery.
Thou art slave to fate, chance, kings, and desperate men,
And dost with poison, war, and sickness dwell,
And poppy or charms can make us sleep as well
And better than thy stroke; why swell'st thou then?
One short sleep past, we wake eternally,
And death shall be no more; Death, thou shalt die.

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP

[bookmark: _Hlk128035483][bookmark: _Hlk130452945]*HYMN OF COMMITMENT #207	      	CHRIST AROSE
Low in the Grave He Lay
Low in the grave He lay, Jesus, my Savior! Waiting the coming day, Jesus, my Lord!
Up from the grave He arose with a mighty triumph o’er His foes;
He arose a victor from the dark domain, and He lives forever with His saints to reign.
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!

Vainly they watch His bed, Jesus, my Savior! Vainly they seal the dead, Jesus, my Lord!
Up from the grave He arose with a mighty triumph o’er His foes;
He arose a victor from the dark domain, and He lives forever with His saints to reign.
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!
Death cannot keep his prey, Jesus, my Savior! He tore the bars away, Jesus, my Lord!
Up from the grave He arose with a mighty triumph o’er His foes;
He arose a victor from the dark domain, and He lives forever with His saints to reign.
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS		Gary Strickland

*BENEDICTION	Gary Strickland

*CHORAL RESPONSE 		Hallelujah Chorus	G. F. Handel
Sanctuary Choir
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
For the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
The kingdom of this world is become the Kingdom of our Lord, 
And of His Christ, and of His Christ; and He shall reign forever and ever.
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. Forever and ever. Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and He shall reign forever and ever.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
		
*POSTLUDE	Toccata from Symphony #5	Charles Marie Widor

*Congregation will please stand.  
Acolyte—Campbell Moore
Deacon of the Week—Noellen Groff
Greeters—Margaret Kirby/Anna Kay & Moira Lord/Norma Green
Sound Technician—Eddy Leo
Video Technician—Dan Boehm
Ushers—Keith Merck, Jay Gibson, Curtis Dobbins, Grant Wooten, Monte McKinney, Chuck Adams, Quay Farmer
Preschool/Children Volunteers—Margo Love, Derek Lord, Anna Kay Lord, Erin Baggett, Jane Leo, Rachel Brown






