
  Earle Street Baptist Church 
10:30 am Worship  October 4, 2026 
   

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
World Communion Sunday 

 
CHIMES 
 

WELCOME  Janice Hinnant 
 

PRELUDE Festive Trumpet Tune by David German 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Janice Hinnant 
 Leader:  God of all peoples of the earth, we gather to celebrate the presence of Jesus 

Christ, 
 All:  Whom we recognize as we join in breaking the bread and sharing the cup. 
 Leader: We share communion today, not just with the circle of our family of faith, but 

with the whole world— 
  All: The whole world for whom Jesus gave His life. 

  Leader: Keep teaching us that your circle is always larger than our perceptions. 
 All: Let us transform gospel words into action, living the way Jesus taught us to 

live. Amen. 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE #463 From Every Race, from Every Clime ST. PETER 
(All children, grade 5 and under, may come forward on the final stanza.) 

From every race, from every clime Your people gathered ‘round  
The emblems of Your grace sublime with gratitude abound. 

 

Partaking of the bread, we know our strength from You derives, 
And as we take the cup, we go to witness with our lives. 

 

Throughout the world Your table’s set, dear Lord, our Savior, Guide, 
In hope we know that we shall yet in fellowship abide. 

 

From north to south, from east to west we father to recall 
In reverent memory Your blest redemptive love for all. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Anna Kay Lord  

(Following this, preschoolers, ages 3 – K5, may go to Sunday School, 
and children, grades 1 – 5 may go to Children’s Church.) 

 

*OFFERTORY HYMN #455 Here, at Your Table, Lord BREAD OF LIFE 
Here, at Your table, Lord, this sacred hour,  

O let us feel You near, in loving power, 
Calling our thoughts away from self and sin,  

As to Your banquet hall we enter in. 
 

Come, then, O holy Christ, feed us, we pray;  
Touch with Your pierced hand each common day, 

Making this earthly life full of Your grace,  
Till, in the home of heaven, we find our place. 



*OFFERTORY PRAYER  Noellen Groff 
 

OFFERTORY  At the Table of the Lord                      by Jay Althouse 
Sanctuary Choir 

At the table of the Lord bread is broken. At the table of the Lord we are fed. 
We remember now the words that Christ has spoken: “This is my body,” He said. 

 
At the table of the Lord, in thanksgiving, We have come to drink the wine which is poured. 

We remember Him, who died for us, now living. We remember Christ, our Lord. 
 

At the table of the Lord we are meeting. In communion we are many in one. 
For wherever we are gathered, there our Lord will be, there our Lord will be. 

At the table of the Lord, at the table of the Lord, 
At the table of the Lord we shall be free. 

 

*RESPONSE #706 Doxology OLD 100TH 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READINGS Luke 14:12-24 Gary Strickland 
12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, 
your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you 
back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at 
the resurrection of the righteous.” 15 When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said 
to Jesus, “Blessed is the one who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.” 16 Jesus replied: 
“A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. 17 At the time of the 
banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now 
ready.’ 18 “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, 
and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’ 19 “Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of 
oxen, and I’m on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.’ 20 “Still another said, ‘I just got 
married, so I can’t come.’ 21 “The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the 
owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and 
alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’ 22 “‘Sir,’ the 
servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’ 23 “Then the master told 
his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to come in, so that my house 
will be full. 24 I tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.’” 
 
 Galatians 3:23-29 
23 Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the 
faith that was to come would be revealed. 24 So the law was our guardian until Christ came that 
we might be justified by faith. 25 Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a 
guardian. 26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who 
were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor 
Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
 Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God.  
 

MESSAGE “Pulling Back the Curtain of Heaven” Gary Strickland 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Loving God, as we gather with our church family and our global family around the table, 
we are painfully aware that we are broken and hurting. Jesus declares that all who follow 



him are his brothers and sisters, but we confess that too often we embody the worst aspects 
of families. We declare those who disagree with us to be our enemies; we fail to nurture the 
bonds of affection; we allow our differences to shatter our peace. God, have mercy on our 
broken family, and forgive us when we treat anyone as other than a brother or sister in 
Christ. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 

ORDINANCE OF COMMUNION 
Receiving the Bread 
Receiving the Cup 

 
INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
 

*HYMN OF COMMITMENT #273  McKEE 
In Christ There Is No East or West 

In Christ there is no East or West, in Him no South or North; 
But one great fellowship of love throughout the whole wide earth. 

 

In Him shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find; 
His service is the golden cord, close binding humankind. 

 

Join hands, disciples of the faith, whate’er your race may be; 
Who serves my Father as His child is surely kin to me. 

 

In Christ now meet both East and West, in Him meet South and North; 
All Christ-like souls are one in Him throughout the whole wide earth. 

 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
 
*BENEDICTION Gary Strickland 
 
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE #705 GLORIA PATRI 

Glory Be to the Father 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be; world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

*POSTLUDE   Little Prelude in C Major by J. S. Bach 
   
*Congregation will please stand.   
 
Hearing devices are available upon request.  Please see one of the ushers if you would like to use one.   
Our worship services are live streamed via the ESBC YouTube channel. The services are also archived 
for future viewing on YouTube. 
For an explanation of the meaning of the colors and symbols used for worship in our sanctuary, please 
refer to the worship guide located on the front page of the hymnal. 
 
We welcome Emma Devine back as our guest organist today. 
 
 
Deacon of the Week—Noellen Groff 
Greeters—Margaret Kirby/Anna Kay & Moira Lord/Norma Green 
Sound Technician—Wells Smith/Frank Tedards 
Video Technician—Dan Boehm 



Ushers—Keith Merck, Jay Gibson, Curtis Dobbins, Grant Wooten, Mary Arrowood, Glenn 
Arrowood, Quay Farmer 
Preschool/Children’s Volunteers—Anna Kay Lord, Derek Lord, Vicki Merck, Margo Love, 
Marsha Burt, Bill Burt, Erin Baggett, Jan Hubble, Jane Leo, Noellen Groff, Jeannie Flowe, 
Calder Standridge, Rachel Bennett 
 
 

Bread for World Communion 
Cornbread comes from the African-American experience.  Let it symbolize for us our African 
brothers and sisters in Christ.    
Dark rye bread is the traditional staple bread of the laboring people in much of Eastern 
Europe.  Let it symbolize for us our European brothers and sisters in Christ.     
Rice cakes are made from Asian rice, which was traditionally treasured for its medicinal uses. 
Let them symbolize for us our Asian brothers and sisters.    
Unleavened bread, or matzo, is the bread of the Jewish Passover, which became the foretaste of 
the Lord’s Supper.  Let it symbolize for us our Middle Eastern brothers and sisters in Christ.    
Tortillas are made from the native corn of the Americas. Let them symbolize for us our Latin 
American brothers and sisters.     
Dinner rolls are the all American bread.  Let them symbolize for us our Christian brothers and 
sisters in the United States.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


