
  Earle Street Baptist Church 
10:30 am Worship  November 30, 2025 
  First Sunday of Advent 
  
CHIMES 
 

WELCOME  Janice Hinnant 
 

PRELUDE O Come, O Come, Emmanuel arr. Rebecca Bonam 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  The Register Family 
 Leader:   On this first Sunday of Advent, another Christian year begins, 

People:   And the church begins to tell the gospel story once again. 
 Leader: The story begins with the birth of Jesus, 

 People: When people who walked in darkness were looking for the light. 
 Leader: In this season of Advent, we are looking for the light again. 
 People: Now is the time of watching and waiting. 
 Leader: The same Jesus who came as a baby, is coming now by His Spirit, and will 

come again as King of kings and Lord of lords. 
 All: Come, Lord Jesus; and when You come, bring us hope. Amen.   
 

LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF HOPE 
Hymn #80                                         Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love                                    BAUGH   

Hope, peace, joy, and love! These are gifts you bring from above. 
Jesus, Emmanuel, come to be light of Your hope, reflected in me. 

 

INVOCATION  
 

*+ HYMN OF PRAISE #83  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  HYFRYDOL  
(All children, grade 5 and under, may come forward on the final stanza.) 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art, 
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

 
Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king; 

Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

By thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    Erin Baggett 
(Following this, preschoolers, ages 3 – K5, may go to Sunday School, 

and children, grades 1 – 5 may go to Children’s Church.) 
 

*OFFERTORY HYMN #95  BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN 
Prepare the Royal Highway 

Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! 
Let every hill and valley a level road appear! 

The hope of every nation, God’s promise of salvation. 
Hosanna to the Lord, for He fulfills God’s word! 

 



We wait our Savior’s coming, our own eternal King! 
Long promised by the prophets, let heaven with praises ring. 

Our hope is ever growing, God’s peace to all bestowing. 
Hosanna to the Lord, for He fulfills God’s word! 

 

Come fling the gates wide open to greet your promised King! 
All lands will how before Him, their voices join to sing 

Of hope and peace abounding, of joy to heaven resounding. 
Hosanna to the Lord, for He fulfills God’s word! 

 

Christ’s is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heaven above. 
His rule secures our freedom, and justice, truth, and love. 

Hope, peace, and joy our treasure, God’s love above all measure. 
Hosanna to the Lord, for He fulfills God’s word! 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER  Martha Newton 
 

OFFERTORY O Sing a Song of Bethlehem arr. David Winkler  
 

*RESPONSE  For Thyself, best Gift Divine!  To our race so freely given; DIX 
For that great, great love of Thine, peace on earth and joy in heaven. 
Lord of all, to thee we raise, this our hymn of grateful praise.  Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 2:1-5 Gary Strickland 
1This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem:2 In the last days the  
mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established as the highest of the mountains; it will be 
exalted above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. 3 Many peoples will come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the temple of the God of Jacob. He will teach 
us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” The law will go out from Zion, the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many 
peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation 
will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. 5 Come, descendants 
of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 

Matthew 24:36-44 
36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For 
in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would happen until the 
flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.  
40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be 
grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 42 “Therefore keep watch, because 
you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the 
house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and 
would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of 
Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 
 

Romans 13:11-14 
11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you to wake up 
from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The night 
is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the 
armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, 
not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe 



yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the 
flesh.  

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God.  
 
ANTHEM The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns arr. Charles McCartha 

The King shall come when morning dawns and light triumphant breaks, 
When beauty gilds the eastern hills and life to joy awakes. 

 

The King shall come when morning dawns and earth’s dark night is past. 
O haste the rising of the that morn, the day that ever shall last. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

The King shall come when morning dawns and light and beauty brings. 
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: Come quickly King of kings! 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
O come Emmanuel.  O come. 

 

MESSAGE “Something Hopeful This Way Comes” Gary Strickland 
 
INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
 
*HYMN OF COMMITMENT #99         AR HYD Y NOS 

View the Present Through the Promise 
View the present through the promise, Christ will come again. 
Trust despite the deepening darkness, Christ will come again. 

Lift the world above its grieving through your watching and believing 
In the hope past hope’s conceiving: Christ will come again. 

 

Probe the present with the promise, Christ will come again. 
Let your daily actions witness, Christ will come again. 

Let you loving and your giving and your justice and forgiving 
Be a sign to all the living: Christ will come again. 

 

Match the present to the promise, Christ will come again. 
Make this hope your guiding premise, Christ will come again. 

Pattern all your calculating and the world you are creating 
To the advent you are waiting: Christ will come again. 

  

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
 
*BENEDICTION Gary Strickland 
 
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE #705 GLORIA PATRI 

Glory Be to the Father 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be; world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

*POSTLUDE  God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen arr. Diane Bish 
   
*Congregation please stand, if able.   

Hearing devices are available upon request.  Please see one of the ushers if you would like to use one.   



Our worship services are live streamed via the ESBC YouTube channel. The services are also archived 
for future viewing on YouTube. 
For an explanation of the meaning of the colors and symbols used for worship in our sanctuary, please 
refer to the worship guide located on the front page of the hymnal. 
 
Acolyte—Mary-Brooke Wells 
Deacon of the Week—Martha Newton 
Greeters—Margaret Kirby/Glenn Arrowood/Norma Green 
Sound Technician—Jay Gibson 
Video Technician—Derek Lord 
Ushers—Glenn Arrowood, Mary Arrowood, Quay Farmer, Monte McKinney, Robin Scott 
Blackburn 
 


