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F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R
S t e p h e n  C l y b o r n e

    Fred Craddock tells of  the time when he 
was about twenty years old and read Albert 
Schweitzer’s “Quest for the Historical 

Jesus.”  He took issue with much of  what Schweitzer said 
in that book, and wrote his comments and criticisms in the 
margins of  the book.  One day, he read in the newspaper 
that Schweitzer was going to be in Cleveland to play an 
organ concert and would remain after the concert for 
dialogue.  So Craddock bought a bus ticket and went to 
Cleveland. All the way there, he reviewed the book and 
wrote his questions for Schweitzer on a separate sheet of  
paper. 

“I went there; I heard the concert, I rushed into the 
fellowship hall, got a seat in the front row, and waited 
with my lap of  questions.  After a while he came 
in, shaggy hair, big white mustache, stooped, and 
seventy-five years old.  He had played a marvelous 
concert.  You know he was master organist, medical 
doctor, philosopher, biblical scholar, lecturer, writer, 
everything.  He came in with a cup of  tea and some 
refreshments and stood in front of  the group, and 
there I was, close.  Dr. Schweitzer thanked everybody: 
‘You’ve been very warm, hospitable to me.  I thank 
you for it, and I wish I could stay longer among you, 
but I must go back to Africa.  I must go back to Africa 
because my people are poor and diseased and hungry 
and dying, and I have to go.  We have a medical station 
at Lambarene.  If  there’s anyone here in this room who 
has the love of  Jesus, would you be prompted by that 
love to go with me and help me?’”

Craddock said he looked down at his questions; and all 
of  a sudden, those carefully laid out questions seemed 
so utterly stupid.  What matters more than what we say 
and believe about Jesus is what we actually do for Jesus 
(Matthew 25:31-46).  (Craddock Stories, edited by Mike 
Graves and Richard F. Ward, St. Louis: Chalice Press, 
2001, 125-126)

P.S.  If  you want to get a good book, get this book of  
Craddock stories.

WILDFIRE: Roaring 20s 
Saturday, March 12th at 7:00 pm

in the Family Life Center
On Saturday, March 12, the actual 100th anniversary of  
our church, we will be having our annual church-wide fund 
raiser for youth missions called “Wildfire.” If  you have 
participated in previous years, you already know how much 
fun it is. It is a great way for our church to support our 
youth who will be participating in missions this summer. 
But this year, Wildfire will also serve as a giant birthday 
party for our church. There will be a “Roaring Twenties” 
theme that will take us back to the time when our church 
was born. You will not want to miss it.  Wildfire tickets 
are on sale now! You can purchase tickets online on our 
website. Be sure to buy your tickets before the deadline.  
Please see Lucy Wilkinson with any questions. 

There Were Twelve Disciples
This Wednesday, February 23
6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall

Led by Jim Wooten

“Mr. Inconsistent (Peter)”       
Matthew 16:13-23

Join us on Wednesday nights as Jim Wooten leads us in our 
adult discipleship group. Some years ago, he put together a 
series of  sermons entitled “There Were Twelve Disciples.” 
This series “paints a portrait” that catches some of  the 
uniqueness of  each character and how we could identify 
with each one. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wildfire-2022-an-event-to-spark-missions-tickets-250248168007


JOIN US IN WORSHIP

Sunday, February 20
10:30 am in the Sanctuary

Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
Ordinance of the Lord’s Supper

Anthem: A Living Sacrifice by the Sanctuary Choir
Scripture: Luke 6:27-38
Sermon Series: A KINGDOM FOR ALL: 
                          Scenes from Luke’s Gospel
Sermon: “The Way We Treat Our Enemies” 
               by Stephen Clyborne

Evelyn Hinson and family upon the recent
death of her son, Erik Hinson. 

Pam Neal and family upon the recent
death of her sister, June Wright. 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

IN MEMORIAM
ROBBIE BADGER

May 8, 1935 - February 5, 2022
RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED

Judie Buchanan     Mike Cook
Sandra Davis     Larry Plumblee

BUDGET REPORT
Report for Sunday, February 13, 2022
Weekly Budget Requirements .................................$25,678
Budget Gifts (this week) .........................................$19,723
Budget Requirements to Date ..............................$179,743
Budget Gifts to Date ............................................$152,487

ATTENDANCE REPORT
Week of February 13, 2022

Sunday School Attendance 
On-Campus ..................................................................195
Virtual .............................................................................24
Total ..............................................................................219 
Worship Attendance 
On-Campus ..................................................................248
Virtual ...........................................................................411
Total ..............................................................................659

DEACON OF THE WEEK
Keith Merck is our deacon of  
the week. Keith was on the cradle 
roll at ESBC and was baptized in 
1966. Keith married another long-
time member, Vicki Carlton, in 
1983. Keith is retired from Duke 
Energy - Oconee Nuclear Station. 
In addition to his role as deacon, 

Keith serves on the History Team and Nominating 
Committee, serves as an usher, and is a member of  the 
Loaves and Fishes Sunday School class.  

ASH WEDNESDAY
Wednesday, March 2

6:30 pm in the Sanctuary 

Ash Wednesday, as the start of  the season of  Lent, 
reminds us to search our hearts and lives, acknowledge our 
sinfulness and allow God to lead us into a resurrected life.  
It's a time for reflection and introspection, a time to allow 
God to enter us and change us deep inside.

We invite you to join us on March 2 at 6:30 pm for our Ash 
Wednesday service.  Stephen will be continuing his sermon 
series, "A Kingdom for All:  Scenes from Luke's Gospel" 
and his message is entitled "Dirty Dishes."  The worship 
service will be in the sanctuary for those who wish to 
attend in person.  The service will be also be live streamed 
via our YouTube channel.

New This Year
Ash Wednesday Service for Children!
This year we will have a separate Ash Wednesday service 
for our children in grades 1 - 5 in the Children's Area on 
the second floor.  This service, specifically oriented for 
children, will take place at the same time as the adult service 
in the sanctuary.  

Childcare for Preschoolers and Younger
Childcare for preschoolers will be provided in Room 101 
A on the first floor.  Childcare for children two and 
younger is provided by RSVP only to Karli by Friday, 
February 25.  If  you have a toddler age two or younger and 
need childcare, please email Karli at karli@esbcgreenville.
org.



BINGO WITH A TWIST!
Music Bingo with 50's tunes

Tuesday, February 22 - 11:00 am

What is Music Bingo?  This game is played just like regular 
Bingo except instead of  listening for numbers, you get to 
listen to some great songs.  When a player hears a song 
which is listed on their Bingo card, they cover it with 
a token. Sponsored by the XYZ Team,  this event will 
take place in the Fellowship Hall. We'll have snacks for 
munching while we play and have a great time "rocking 
around the clock" to some great music! So put on your 
"Blue Suede Shoes" and come join us!

UNITED 
MINISTRIES 

SOUPER BOWL 
OF CARING

A huge thank you 
to everyone who 
donated items to 
the Souper Bowl of  
Caring, supporting 
United Ministries.  
Kelley Addison, the 
Mission Advancement 
Coordinator for UM, 

offered these words of  thanks to our church family:
    “Thank you so much for participating in United 
Ministries’ Souper Bowl event this year! Your generous 
donations will go directly to help the participants in our 
Emergency Assistance program. During our fiscal year 
2021, we provided food and other pantry items to 1,743 
families in Greenville County.  It’s the support of  partners 
like you that makes our mission possible and helps to 
serve and empower people on the transformative journey 
to self-sufficiency.”
    If  you are interested in learning more about United 
Ministries, contact Grey Register (pictured above) or 
Britney Clow, our Local Missions Focus Liaisons for 
United Ministries.

BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS
Congrats to the 2nd-3rd grade boys and Coach Mark 
Aycock for winning their Division championship game! 

     I am so excited to 
be returning to Israel 
these next two weeks 
for my second trip 
to the Holy Land. 
They compare your 
first trip to trying to 
take a sip of  water 
from a fire hydrant 
because there is so 
much information to 
absorb and process. 
While I was there in 
October, I was there 
as a participant. My 
goal on this trip is to 
experience it through 
the  eyes  of   a future Qumran: Where the Dead Sea scrolls 

were discovered. 

From the Minister From the Minister 
Of  Youth and RecreationOf  Youth and Recreation

Lucy Wilkinson (ext. 212) – lucy@ESBCgreenville.org

working with our tour guide, FJ, to create the best possible 
tour for our group in 2023. 
     I am overwhelmed and so thankful for the interest 
you've shown in our 2023 pilgrimage. I am praying that 
God clears out obstacles so that everyone who wants to 
go, can!

trip leader.   I will be



OPERATION ORANGE RIBBON 
AN INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS PARTNER 

  
Operation Orange Ribbon is one of  our international mission partners.  Founded by Jesse French and located in 
Simpsonville, OOR seeks to raise "local and national awareness of  the persecution of  Christians" around the world.  
OOR encourages the local community, our state, and nation to pray for persecuted Christians and provides financial 
support when possible.  Keep reading to learn more about a particular focus for this month. 
  
China and Five Ways to Pray 
The eyes of  the world are on China as they host the Olympic Games this month in Bejing.  The Communist Party 
leaders in China view Christians as a direct threat to their party's leadership and control. In recent years, oppressive 
religious rules and persecution inside China have increased significantly.  Operation Orange Ribbon would ask you to 
consider the following five things as you pray for Christians living in China: 
  
1. Pray for pastors and church leadership, that they may stand firm for biblical truth despite government pressure 

to compromise. 
2. Pray for the protection and encouragement of  Christians living in China. 
3. Pray for the protection and health of  the Christians in prison in China.  Ask God to give them opportunities to 

share their faith to their fellow prisoners and to their guards. 
4. Pray that the gospel would spread among the members of  the local, provincial, and national Communist Party. 
5. Pray for the safe distribution of  Bibles throughout China. 
 
If  you are interested in learning more about OOR, contact Jerry DeYoung or Andrea Hueble, the International 
Missions Focus Liaisons for OOR. 



NEW LIGHT POLES INSTALLED
One hundred years ago, when the plans were drawn for our Sanctuary, the architectural renderings (above) pictured 
two light poles on the outside front steps of  our Sanctuary.  The holes for electrical wiring were drilled; but for some 
reason, the light poles were never installed.  In celebration of  our centennial anniversary, the light poles originally 
planned for the Sanctuary have now been installed.  What a perfect time and way to demonstrate our continuity with 
the past as we light the way into our future. 


